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I've often been uncomfortable in leading a prayer with the words "I love 
you, Lord." After all, who am I to say these words to such a one as 
God? 

Think of it. God, the Perfect One; the Almighty; the being who created 
me and everything else in this universe; The God of mercy who saved 
me from destruction and forgave me all my sins. How would I be wor-
thy to be in a loving relationship with Him? 

After all, when two people love one another they see one another as 
worthy objects of that love. It is easy to see how God is worthy of love 
but in looking at my sinful and weak self, I shudder at the thought of 
one so wonderful loving the likes of me. 

And so for the longest time I always felt uncomfortable saying "I love 
you, God". "I appreciate you", yes, "I praise and thank you", most defi-
nitely, but to say I love you to one so worthy of it from one so unworthy 
seemed rather presumptuous. 

Then I read Psalms 18:1 where David wrote, 

I love thee, O Jehovah, my strength!! 

David, the murderer, the adulterer, the liar, the man with much blood 
on his hands said the words that I had yearned to utter for so long and 
in doing so permitted me to do likewise. 

I LOVE YOU, GOD 
BY: MIKE MAZZALONGO 



 

 

 Prayer Concerns  
For our national leaders and world leaders  as they lead 
their respective nations. 
For our troops  in Afghanistan, Bosnia, Korea, Iraq, Liberia, 
Haiti and other places. 
For the “people in the box”-- the lost in  our families and 
community.  
For those who are being martyred and persecuted for  
Christ in our own time 
For the church in Siliguri and Naresh Chhetri and A shok 
Basfor  
For the churches in Honduras and Haiti who partner 
with us in the gospel  
Al Graff  new CT scans show cancer still growing. Starting 
new immunotherapy drug soon. 
Steve Miller  Immune system very low. Continuing 
chemotherapy. 
Helen Creech  suffering from two recent falls at her house. 
Garnet Lindeman  stable for now. Living at Nancy’s house. 
Henry Mason  now at home, current treatments taking a toll 
on him, a lot of coughing and weight loss 
Cathy Ramey  had surgery this week. Last report is that all 
is going well. 
Angela Eckhart  (Bill Gammon’s daughter) who is being 
tested and treated for a suspicious tumor in her head.  
Martha Oberly  now at OSU where she will continue 
treatment for her burns. 
Terry Sullivan  recuperating from broken knee cap received 
while working a few weeks ago.  
Peggy LaPrade  (friend of Meaghan Miller) having final tests 
for a lung condition on Tuesday. Praying for a good final 
report.  
Jeff Vanatta’s Father  suffered a heart attack early Saturday 
and is now in the hospital in Lancaster. 
Ruth Miller  expected to be released on Monday from 
SOMC after a week-long stay for a bowel obstruction. 
Surgery was not necessary. 
Saeed Abedini  (Christian minister imprisoned and tortured 
in Iran for the past 3 years, who was released from his 
imprisonment this past week as part of a deal with the 
Iranian government.  
  

Sympathy Extended  
To the family of Larry Stewart  (Patsy Graff’s brother) who 
passed on Monday at SOMC from multiple causes. The 
visitation is from 11-1 on Monday at the Harrison-Pyle 
Funeral Home in Wheelersburg, with the service being held 
at 1 pm, immediately following the visitation. 
 
To the family of Jim Young  (Terri’s husband) who passed 
early Friday morning at home. Visitation is from 2-5 on 
Sunday at the Erwin-Dodson-Allen Funeral Home. Services 
will be at Sunshine church of Christ at 11 am on Monday, 
with one hour of visitation preceding the service. The church 
will be serving a meal for the family at the building after 
burial.  
 

 Looking Ahead at Sunshine  
1/30 Teen Work Day at Camp 
2/6 Father Daughter Valentine Gala 
2/8 Sweet Monday 
2/19-21 Winterfest 2016 
2/28-3/20 Sunday PM Home Groups 
4/8-9 Empowered to Connect Conference 
6/12-18 Teen Mission Trip 
6/20-24 VBS for 2016 
 

Singing Tonight  
This evening at 6 pm all are invited to come and enjoy a 
time of singing before our evening Bible study. 
See Nick Davis for details 
 

 Teen Work Day  
The youth group will be having a workday at Fort Hill on 
January 30 . Anyone interested in going up on Friday 
evening we will be leaving the church building 4:00. Those 
who can't go on Friday can join us anytime on Saturday. 
We will return late Saturday afternoon. There is no cost for 
this trip. Anyone interested should sign up in the foyer, if 
you have any questions please see Tim. 
 

 Summer Mission Trip  
The Sunshine Youth Group will be going on a mission trip 
this summer to Prairie Grove, Arkansas. The trip will be 
June 12 - 18  and the cost for the trip is $419.00. This 
amount covers food, lodging, and travel. If you are 
interested please sign up in the foyer. The website for the 
organization we will be working through is 
www.reachmissiontrips.org. If you have any questions, 
please see Tim. We will have a meeting for those 
interested in a few weeks. 

Sunday PM Home Groups  
Our spring session of home groups is set for February 28 
through March 20 . As always we need about 10-12 
host homes.  A sign pad is laid out for those who would be 
willing to let their home be used as a host site. We are still 
deciding which teaching materials to use but we definitely 
want to use lessons which would work for non Christians. 
We want to begin to use home groups as a way to reach 
out to friends and neighbors who have been reluctant to 
come to church with us but who might be willing to show 
up for a small group gathering. Anyway, the groups are 
going to be very important to us as we begin to reach out 
for new people. If you cannot handle all four nights as a 
host, how about finding one of your friends who would use 
your home or their own home to cover the nights you 
can’t? More info coming soon.  
 

Sweet Monday  
February 8 in the Annex. 
 



Registration for Winterfest Gatlinburg 
2016 
Now open for all Junior High, High School and College 
students. The dates are February 19-21 . You can register 
by texting “WINTERFEST16” TO 7409359701 with your 
name, age and email address. For more information pick 
up a flyer on the table in the foyer, or contact Jamie Riley, 
Tim Gampp or Shaun McCray. 
 

 Children’s Bible Time Expanding  
Starting the first Sunday in February, Children’s Bible Time 
will be expanded to include a class for ages 9-13. The 
class will meet at the same time as the rest of our CBT 
classes. More information to come.  
 

 Blessing Bags  
The 3rd and 4th graders NEED YOUR HELP! We are 
putting together BLESSING BAGS for the homeless. We 
will collect items for a few weeks, assemble the bags and 
then make and serve dinner at the homeless shelter in 
Portsmouth. 
The bags are used for the people that live at the shelter 
temporarily and for the people that are living outside along 
the river and other places in town. The shelter keeps them 
on hand for when these folks request one. 
 
Here is a list of all the items we plan to put in a bag in case 
you would rather get everything at one time. We will also 
have an ITEMS OF THE WEEK section in the bulletin so 
people can bring a few things at a time. A box will be 
provided in the foyer for donations. THANK YOU! If you 
have any questions, see Sharon Hallam. 
 

Blessing Bag Items Needed  (for men or 
women) 
-Toothbrush 
-Toothpaste 
-Dental Floss 
-Deodorant 
-Chapstick 
-Lotion (small) 
- 2 bottles trial size shampoo 
- travel size band aids 
- triple antibiotic ointment (Dollar Tree has this.) 
-Roll of mints 
-Hand warmers and/or foot warmers 
- socks 
-Small notebooks 
-Tuna or chichen salad ON THE GO 
 snack packets (They include tuna or chicken, 
 crackers and mayo) 
- Individually wrapped snack size cookies, Little Debbie 
Cakes, or sandwich crackers 
- a card, note and/or Bible verse of encouragement 

Blessing Bag Items for January 17-31  
Lotion, Shampoo (Trial Size), Band Aids (Trial Size), Triple 
Antiobiotic Ointment 
 

Blessing Bag Items for February 1-7  
Roll of mints, Hand and Foot Warmers, Socks, Small 
Notebooks 

New Picture Directory Update  
We are now in phase 2 of the Picture Directory Update, 
which mostly involves up dating pictures. If you need to 
update or add or delete pictures or information, see Gary 
Glispie for specific instructions. Thanks for the 
cooperation given thus far.  
 

20th Anniversary Valentine Gala  
This year is the 20th year that the Sunshine church has 
sponsored the Father Daughter Valentine Gala. 
Saturday, February 6, at 7 pm the Grand March will 
begin in the MHS Gymnasium. Tickets are still $5/person 
and are available at Praises and Minford Pharmacy. 
Delores Gampp will have a supply of tickets with her 
also. There is a sheet laid out in the foyer for signing 
up to make cookies for the Gala . Whatever job you did 
last year, plan on doing it again this year and let Mark 
Gampp know ASAP that you are covering that particular 
job.  
 

 Empowered To Connect Conference   
Coming to Sunshine church of Christ. April 8-9, 10am - 6 
pm. A two-day conference designed to help adoptive 
and foster parents, ministry leaders, churches, 
counsellors, social workers, therapists, and 
professionals better connect with "children from hard 
places" in order to help them heal and become all that 
God desires for them to be.  
The conference features Dr. Karyn Purvis, & is 
sponsored by Show Hope Ministries (associated with 
Steven Curtis Chapman) and endorsed by Focus on the 
Family. This event is NOT just for adoptive parenting, 
but will provide parenting techniques that can work with 
ANY child  
We will need YOUR help Sunshine to pull this off! 
Including people who would be willing to help provide 
childcare for parents attending the seminar, host families 
for adoptive families who need a place to stay for 1-2 
nights (air mattresses or a couch is FINE! This is the 
most flexible group of people you will ever meet!), and 
meal/snack providers!  
If you are interested, please meet in the annex for a 
short meeting to discuss ways you can get involved..... If 
you do not feel called to adopt/foster, but want to be a 
"cheer-leader" & supportive of this ministry- come on 
back to the meeting or contact Kim to pick a job you feel 
comfortable with. 
 

 Welcome Aiden!  
Aiden Dale Lyon  was born on Tuesday, Jan19, 2016, to 
Wes and Kyla Lyon. He weighed 6 lbs, 10 oz. and 
mother and child are doing well. Congratulations to the 
Gampp and Lyon family upon this wonderful addition. 
 

 Additions at Siliguri  
We have received a recent report and photographs from 
Siliguri indicating that four new people have been added 
to the body of Christ. We have some pictures of them to 
go along with the report, all posted on the bulletin board 
in the foyer.  
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